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Instrumentation

2 trumpets in b-flat
Horn in F
Trombone
Tuba

duration: 5 minutes 30 seconds

Program Notes

The Grind for brass quintet (2013) bears its title and overlying concept from giosocialnetworking applications
 on smartphones, particularly the type used for finding a mate. I think there is something incredibly hilarious and 
prophetic in the current trends of how people court each other, as if Huxley himself could have accurately 
imagined this a hundred years ago.

The piece opens in a violent assault almost in a drunken fashion of accents, burps, and clipped notes. 
This is juxtaposed by long, smeared tones that try to develop but are interrupted by outbursts of frustration. 
Players are called to moan or grunt through their instrument or the voice creating an additive texture that 
eventually breaks down.

The pseudo “coda” section is signified by a warped fanfare-like rhythm of raucous notes as the piece 
slowly decays to a unison tone.



Performance Notes

-Accented staccatos are to be played violently and harsh, think "spit"

-The dashed bracket at the top of the score signifies the gradual shift of tempi.  Though the score is 
marked by specific tempi, use this as a suggestion in order to stay together as an ensemble 

-Tempi without a dashed bracket are to be played strictly

-X'd noteheads are spoken word and sounds.  Sounds such as "ugh," "argh," "uh," and "ah" 
to name a few are to be gutteral and sexual.  This is a half-funny/half-serious approach to the piece's 
subject matter.  Instruments should be away from the face when worded notes occur.  Vocal pitch is relative 
to its position on the staff. 

-Non-noteheads signify to play the passage using air and tongue, sputtery.  The brackets around the 
non-noteheads on pages 14-15 signify to ab lib. 

-Thick lined arrows signify to continue the preceding material for the duration of the arrow.

-Trumpets use straight mutes
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